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Brief  biography 
Carl Zipper received a B.A. from Lehigh University in 1970. He received B.S. (1981) and Ph.D. 
(1986) degrees in Agronomy, and an M.S. degree in Agricultural Economics (1987). At Virginia 
Tech, he is involved in teaching, research, and outreach. His specialty areas are mined land 
restoration, water quality and watershed management, and application of geospatial technologies 
to land and water resource analyses.  
 
Teaching 
Fundamentals of Environmental Science, ENSC 3604 
 
Extension 
Primary Extension responsibilities are in the area of mine restoration, including service as 
Director of the Powell River Project, a Virginia Tech program that conducts research and 
outreach concerning restoration of lands disturbed by coal mining. For more information about 
Powell River Project, see http://als.cses.vt.edu/prp/. Additional Extension activities are conducted 
in the area of water quality management. 
 
Research 
Research activities deal with all aspects of environmental quality, with emphases on water 
quality / watershed management and environmental assessments at broad spatial scales. 
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